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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

Opening Acclamation 

All standing, the Celebrant says  

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day   

Celebrant          The Lord be with you.  
People         And also with you.  
Celebrant          Let us pray.   

Sound out your majesty, O God, and call us to your work; that, like thy servant Johann Sebastian 
Bach, we might present our lives and our works to your glory alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit.  
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The First Reading                     2 Chronicles 5:11-14 

When the priests came out of the holy place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified 
themselves, without regard to their divisions, and all the levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, and 
Jeduthun, their sons and kindred, arrayed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east 
of the altar with one hundred twenty priests who were trumpeters). It was the duty of the 
trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, 
and when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise 
to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever,” the house, the house of 
the Lord, was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the 
cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. 

Reader            The Word of the Lord.  
People         Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 150 

1 Hallelujah! 
Praise God in his holy temple; * 
praise him in the firmament of his power. 

2 Praise him for his mighty acts; * 
praise him for his excellent greatness. 

3 Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; * 
praise him with lyre and harp. 

4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; * 
praise him with strings and pipe. 

5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; * 
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. 

6 Let everything that has breath * 
praise the LORD. 
Hallelujah! 

The people stand.                     

The Holy Gospel                                            Luke 2:8-14 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 
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Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily                The Rev. J. Michael Wheeler  

The people may stand or kneel. 

Prayers of the People, Form III 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

We give thanks for St. James’, Hebbronville; St. James’, Hallettsville; and St. Christopher’s, 
Portland. 

The people may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Confession of Sin                 

The Deacon or Celebrant then says    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you 
In thought, word, and deed, 
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By what we have done, 
And by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
Have mercy on us and forgive us; 
That we may delight in your will, 
And walk in your ways, 
To the glory of your Name.  Amen.  

The Celebrant stands and says    

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

All stand. 

The Peace    

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.   

Then the Ministers and the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

The Holy Communion 

Offertory                                               

The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.  When the offerings are presented, the Celebrant says 

   All things come of thee, O Lord,  
People     And of thine own have we given thee.  

The Great Thanksgiving     

Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                      

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.   
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

The Celebrant proceeds  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Because you are greatly glorified in the assembly of your saints. All your creatures praise you, and 
your faithful servants bless you, confessing before the rulers of this world the great Name of your 
only Son. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:   

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;    

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with blessed Peter, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.   

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those  
       who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Celebrant            Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People              Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion  

The Celebrant receives the Body and Blood of Christ and others physically present may also receive the Sacrament.  All those who 
choose not to receive the Sacrament or are unable to receive are able to make a Spiritual Communion, as the Prayer Book directs on 
page 457: “If a person desires to receive the Sacrament, but, by reason of extreme sickness or physical disability, is unable to eat and 
drink the Bread and Wine, the Celebrant is to assure that person that all the benefits of Communion are received, even though the 
Sacrament is not received with the mouth.” 

A Prayer for Spiritual Reception of Communion 

If you choose to make a Spiritual Communion, you may pray the following prayer during Holy Communion. 

In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where your blessed Body and 
Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to 
you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever be united to you. And since I cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, I pray you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, 
and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. O let nothing ever separate me from you. Let 
me live and die in your love. Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

Postcommunion Prayer                

Celebrant            Let us pray.                                                                    

Celebrant and People  
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Blessing 

All stand. 

Dismissal  

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
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