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Prelude            

Opening Hymn                                  Love divine, all loves excelling                                    Hymn 657 
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Opening Acclamation 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor:  Grant 
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to 
one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lesson                                                                                     Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and 
he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, 
camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he 
has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my 
son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s 
house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ 

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only 
make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman 
who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 
and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” —let her be the woman 
whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’ 

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on 
her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She 
quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I 
drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The 
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the 
bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the 
God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s 
kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, 
tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” 

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” So they 
sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your 
offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted 
the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had 
come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the 
field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she 
slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the 
field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And 
the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s 
tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Solomon 2:8-13         

The voice of my beloved! 
Look, he comes, 

leaping upon the mountains, 
bounding over the hills. 

My beloved is like a gazelle 
or a young stag. 

Look, there he stands 
behind our wall, 

gazing in at the windows, 
looking through the lattice. 

My beloved speaks and says to me: 

"Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away; 

for now the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth; 
the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtledove 
is heard in our land. 

The fig tree puts forth its figs, 
and the vines are in blossom; 
they give forth fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away." 
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Sequence Hymn             Lord of all hopefulness                 Hymn 482 

 
 

The Gospel                                                                                                Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
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At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                      The Rev. Bert O. Baetz, III  

On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
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    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people may stand or kneel.   

Thanksgiving for the Nation                BCP 838 

Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this 
land. They restore us, though we often destroy them. 
Heal us. 
 
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, though we often exploit 
them. 
Forgive us. 
 
We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong. They are models for us, 
though we often fall short of them. 
Inspire us. 
 
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from every 
nation, though we have often hidden from its light. 
Enlighten us. 
 
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we 
have been faithless again and again. 
Renew us. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance 
and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with many 
voices in one united chorus, will glorify your holy Name.  Amen. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
We give thanks for St. Paul’s, Brownsville and St. Mark’s, San Marcos.  

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

All stand. 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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The Holy Communion 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

Solo                                  Come unto him, from “Messiah”                      G.F. Handel 
                                              Kara Joy Baker, soprano 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold 
or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with blessed Peter and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

The Breaking of the Bread                                                   

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Communion Hymn          Come down, O love divine                                           Hymn 516 
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The Celebrant receives the Body and Blood of Christ and others physically present may also receive the Sacrament on behalf of the people 
gathered online. All those who are unable to receive are able to make a Spiritual Communion, as the Prayer Book directs on page 457: “If a 
person desires to receive the Sacrament, but, by reason of extreme sickness or physical disability, is unable to eat and drink the Bread and 
Wine, the Celebrant is to assure that person that all the benefits of Communion are received, even though the Sacrament is not received with 
the mouth.” 
A Prayer for Spiritual Reception of Communion 
An appointed leader says   

Let us pray 
All those to make a Spiritual Communion pray   

In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where your blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I 
present to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever be united to you. 
And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I pray you to come spiritually into my 
heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. O let 
nothing ever separate me from you. Let me live and die in your love. Amen. 

The Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people, concluding 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                                My country, ‘tis of thee                          Hymn 717 

 

 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Long Term Prayer List: Julie, Ryan, Dixie, Mike, Beth, Dave, Kevin, Lyla, Florence, Helen, 
Marilyn, Caitlyn, Stockton, Lucas, Randy, Grant, Rick, Mary Margaret, Ashley, Charles, Keely, Jerry, 
Stacy, Brandon, Frank, Tom, our local businesses and their employees, Gracy, James, Nancy, 
Brandie, Rick, Brandon, and Peyton. 

Short Term Prayer List:  The Sorrell family, Walker Payne, and Larry. 

Military and Diplomatic Service Prayer List: Kareen Hart, George Hart, Justin Augustine, Elison 
Crum, Ross Davis, Kevin DeVore, Jr., Jason Horne and family, Emily Matz Corbin, and all who 
serve our country. 

DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER: We give thanks for St. Paul’s, Brownsville and St. Mark’s, 
San Marcos. 
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