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Evening Prayer 
August 12, 2020 

Holy is the True Light1 

Opening Sentence         BCP 115 

Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. You fixed 
all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter 

V: O God, make speed to save us. 
R: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light         BCP 118 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

 
1 Holy is the True Light: https://youtu.be/0eiXWzKj_mo 

https://youtu.be/0eiXWzKj_mo
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and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 119:137-144         BCP 774 

You are righteous, O LORD, * 
and upright are your judgments. 

You have issued your decrees * 
with justice and in perfect faithfulness. 

My indignation has consumed me, * 
because my enemies forget your words. 

Your word has been tested to the uttermost, * 
and your servant holds it dear. 

I am small and of little account, * 
yet I do not forget your commandments. 

Your justice is an everlasting justice * 
and your law is the truth. 

Trouble and distress have come upon me, * 
yet your commandments are my delight. 

The righteousness of your decrees is everlasting; * 
grant me understanding, that I may live. 

  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

The First Reading Judges 13:15-24 

Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, "Allow us to detain you, and prepare a kid for you." The 
angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "If you detain me, I will not eat your food; but if you want 
to prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the LORD." (For Manoah did not know that he was 
the angel of the LORD.) Then Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, "What is your name, so 
that we may honor you when your words come true?" But the angel of the LORD said to him, 
"Why do you ask my name? It is too wonderful." So Manoah took the kid with the grain 
offering, and offered it on the rock to the LORD, to him who works wonders. When the flame 
went up toward heaven from the altar, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar 
while Manoah and his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. The angel of 
the LORD did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it was the 
angel of the LORD. And Manoah said to his wife, "We shall surely die, for we have seen God." 
But his wife said to him, "If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt 
offering and a grain offering at our hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to us 
such things as these." The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the 
LORD blessed him.  
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary         BCP 119 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Reading Acts 6:1-15 

Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained 
against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. 
And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not right 
that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select 
from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we 
may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the 
word.” What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their 
hands on them. The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.  

Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of 
those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, 
Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. But 
they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly 
instigated some men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and 
God.” They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly 
confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. They set up false witnesses 
who said, “This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; for we have 
heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that 
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Moses handed on to us.” And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that 
his face was like the face of an angel.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Simeon         BCP 120 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed         BCP 120 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers         BCP 121 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
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 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 
who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: Give to 
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the 
doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

Prayers and Thanksgivings 
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The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended 2 

The General Thanksgiving        BCP 125 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom        BCP 126 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 
2 The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended: https://youtu.be/H7_VyZak0Y4 

https://youtu.be/H7_VyZak0Y4
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